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INTRODUCTION

The collection

The collection consists of more than 4,900 handwritten stories, each with a typed transcript, giving variants of about 200 basic trickster tales. The texts were written in Creole by 1,124 school children from 97 primary schools, both public and private, including various religious denominations (see the index on pages 12-17 below). This was done in Jamaica in 1930-1931 in response to a contest organized by the Jesuit missionary and ethnologist Joseph John Williams to collect material on the oral tradition of tales concerning the spider "Anansi" (usually written "Anancy" in Jamaica) and/or other animal and human figures. It is the largest manuscript collection of Anansi folk tales in existence. The original manuscripts are contained in school "bluebooks" written by the students. The penmanship is usually quite good and the stories are easily legible. Many are illustrated with drawings made by the children and include music and the lyrics of songs (see the list on pages 18-23 below). The transcripts are typewritten one to a single sheet and interleaved with the relevant stories. The name, age and school of the student are given on the manuscript and transcript. The collection has been microfilmed in its entirety.

Trickster tales

Trickster tales concerning animal or human protagonists are a well-known feature of oral traditions worldwide. The trickster is often an animal, but can also be a human figure and is thought to possess special powers. The tales combine elements of violence, deception and magic and the hero is variously perceived to be godlike or a fool, a destructive villain or an innocent prankster. The tales may be grouped in cycles and serve both ritualistic and entertainment purposes. Various trickster protagonists are the coyote among Native Americans of the west and the African trickster hare, who became "Brer Rabbit" in the US southeast. The spider trickster of the peoples of West Africa, "Anansi", was transmitted to the Caribbean by slaves brought over in the colonial period, especially to Jamaica, where he is known as "Anancy" or "Brea Nancy".

The collector

Joseph John Williams, S.J. (1875-1940) was a prominent ethnologist with a strong interest in religious beliefs and psychic phenomena in Jamaica and their links to West African culture. He first visited Jamaica in 1907 and served as a missionary there in the period 1912-1917, becoming closely acquainted with the African-Jamaican population of the island's central and western "parishes" (districts) and their folklore and customs. His first book, Whisperings of the Caribbean (1925), contains recollections of his experiences there. He went on to publish major studies of West Indian religious culture, including Voodoos and Obeahs (1932) and Psychic Phenomena of Jamaica (1934). Starting in 1932 he lectured in cultural anthropology at Boston College, where he established a very extensive collection of mostly printed materials on Africa and the Caribbean, named in honor of his father  Nicholas M. Williams. The Anansi manuscripts form part of this collection. They were gathered with the cooperation of the Jamaican Director of Education, who distributed Williams's circular calling for contributions to his contest to schools all over the island.

Importance for research

Such a body of material forms a unique resource for research, but until today the collection is not as 

widely known as it should be. Covering the whole island as it does with contributions from children from varied religious and social backgrounds, who would have heard these stories at home 

from parents and grandparents or in other cultural contexts, it provides a truly remarkable snapshot of Jamaica's oral traditions at a moment when they were still very much alive. It is fortunate indeed that these stories were captured and preserved thanks to Williams's initiative. Now their publication on microfilm will make them more easily accessible to scholars working in various fields, including Caribbean studies, African and African-American studies, ethnology, folklore, and linguistics. 
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Robert J. Stewart, "The Contributions of Joseph John Williams, S.J. to the Documentation of the History of African and West Indian Religious Links." Unpublished paper presented to the Association of Caribbean Historians Twenty-third Annual Conference, Santo Domingo, 17-22 March 1991.

(The text of this article is available on the publisher's website).

See also :

Laura Tanna, "Anansi – Jamaica's Trickster Hero". Jamaica Journal: Quarterly of the Institute of Jamaica (Vol. 16, No. 2, May 1983), 20-31 (reference suppplied by the Rev. Gerry McLaughlin, S.J.)
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Story numbers 54, 427, 481, and 766 are missing. Story 4908 is marked A and B.

ANANSI STORIES BY REEL

Story numbers
School, parish

Reel 1


1-449

1-73
St. Joseph's School, Kingston

74-192
St. Aloysius School, Kingston 

193-199
Alpha Boys Industrial School, Kingston 

200-222
St. Anthony's School, Kingston

223-245 
St. Ann's School, Kingston

246-286 
Immaculate Conception High School, Kingston 

287-303 
St. George's College, Kingston

304-346 
St. Catherine's School, St. Catherine 

347-442 
Spanishtown Govt. School, St. Catherine 

443-449 
King Weston School, St. Andrew

Reel 2


450-886

450-470 
King Weston School, St. Andrew

471-490 
Black River School, St. Elizabeth 

491-495 
Yallahs School, St. Thomas

496-500 
Balaclava School, St. Elizabeth 

501-503 
Goshen School, St. Mary

504-505 
Golden Grove, St. Thomas 

506-617 
Devon Pen School, St. Mary 

618-619 
Immaculate Conception High School, Kingston 

620-698 
Devon Pen School, St. Mary

699-700 
Yallahs School, St. Thomas 

701-839 
Whitehorses School, St. Thomas

840-886 
Ocho Rios Wesleyan School, St. Ann 

Reel 3


887-1190

887-964 
Ocho Rios Wesleyan School, St. Ann 

965-1039 
Above Rocks School, St. Catherine 

1040-1104 
Seaford Town School, Westmoreland 

1105-1149 
Pisgah School, St. Elizabeth 

1150-1190 
Frankfield School, Manchester 

Reel 4


1191-1534

1191-1224 
Frankfield School, Manchester 

1225-1285 
Charlton School, St. Ann 

1286-1319 
Ewarton School, St. Catherine 

1320-1351 
Mt. Friendship School, St. Andrew 

1352-1360 
Buckingham School, St. James 

1361-1371 
Brampton School, Trelawney 

1372-1399 
Clifton School, St. Andrew 

1400-1417 
Ginger Hill School, St. Elizabeth 

1418-1430 
Murray Mount School, St. Ann 

1431-1447 
Constitution Hill School, St. Andrew 

1448-1534 
Preston Hill School, St. Mary 

Reel 5


1535-1928

1535-1563 
Preston Hill School, St. Mary 

1564-1648 
Victoria Town, Manchester

1649-1683 
Hillside School, St. Thomas 

1684-1702 
Seaforth School, St. Thomas 

1703-1726 
Friendship School, St. Catherine 

1727-1784 
Warsop School, Trelawney 

1785-1804 
Airy Castle School, St. Thomas 

1805
Ginger Hill School, St. Elizabeth

1806
Above Rocks School, St. Catherine 

1807-1830 
Airy Castle School, St. Thomas 

1831-1888 
Village School, St. Catherine 

1889-1928 
Marlie Hill School, St. Catherine 

Reel 6


1929-2290

1929-1950 
Mt. Fletcher School, St. Andrew 

1951-1963 
Tower Hill School, St. Andrew 

1964-1971 
Gordon Town School, St. Andrew 

1972-1989 
Font Hill School, St. Thomas 

1990-2018 
Retirement School, St. Ann

2019-2027 
Craigton School, St. Andrew 

2028-2085 
Redwood School, St. Catherine 

2086-2109 
Love Lane School, Kingston

2110-2126 
Rollington Pen School, Kingston 

2127-2135 
Annotto Bay Private School, St. Mary 

2136-2140 
Hermitage School, Manchester

2141-2148 
Murray Mount School, St. Ann 

2149-2157 
Above Rocks School, St. Catherine 

2158-2178 
Porus School, Manchester
2179
Murray Mount School, St. Ann

2180-2181 
Alva School, St. Ann

2182
Font Hill School, St. Thomas 

2183-2249 
Alva School, St. Ann 

2250-2266 
Bethesda School, St. Thomas 

2267-2290
First Hill School, Trelawney 

Reel 7


2291-2676

2291-2311 
First Hill School, Trelawney 

2312-2325 
Mt. Rosser School, St. Catherine 

2326-2344 
Medina School, Manchester 

2345-2352 
Granville School, Trelawney 

2353
Alva School, St. Ann 

2354-2359 
Granville School, Trelawney 

2360-2365 
Good Hope School, St. Catherine 

2366-2378 
Springfield School, Trelawney 

2379-2382 
Somerset School, St. Andrew 

2383-2390 
Old Works School, St. Catherine 

2391-2415 
Seafield School, St. Catherine 

2416-2486 
St. Ann's Bay School, St. Ann 

2487-2550 
Lawrence Tavern School, St. Andrew 

2551-2581 
Long Hill School, St. Catherine 

2582-2618 
Golden Valley School, St. Andrew 

2619-2654 
Ham Walk School, St. Catherine 

2655-2665 
Waterloo School, Manchester 

2666-2676 
Alley School, Clarendon

Reel 8


2677-3077

2677-2689 
Alley School, Clarendon

2690-2719 
Mile Gully Private School, St. Mary 

2720-2763 
Cassava River School, St. Catherine 

2764-2854 
Mannings Hill School, St. Andrew 

2855-2901 
Montego Bay Girls School, St. James 

2902-2919 
Spring Garden School, Trelawney 

2920-2936 
Marlie Hill School, Manchester 

2937-2947 
Wakefield School, St. Catherine 

2948-3038 
Mt. Zion School, St. James 

3039-3043 
Airy Castle School, St. Thomas 

3044-3051 
Yallahs School, St. Thomas

3052
Warsop School, Trelawney 

3053-3061 
Swallowfield School, St. Andrew 

3062-3065 
Yallahs School, St. Thomas 

3066-3077
Above Rocks School, St. Catherine 

Reel 9


3078-3350

3078-3206 
Above Rocks School, St. Catherine 

3207-3350 
Frankfield School, Manchester 

Reel 10


3351-3700

3351-3526 
Frankfield School, Manchester 

3527-3700 
Devon School, Manchester 

Reel 11


3701-4075

3701-3721 
Devon School, Manchester 

3722-3785 
Mt. Friendship School, St. Andrew 

3786-4075 
Charlton School, St. Ann 

Reel 12


4076-4409

4076-4078 
Charlton School, St. Ann 

4079-4130 
Pindar Valley School, Clarendon 

4131-4163 
Chalky Hill School, St. Ann 

4164-4213 
Pisgah School, St. Elizabeth 

4214-4233 
St. Catherine School, St. Catherine 

4234
Pindar Valley School, Clarendon 

4235-4245 
St. Catherine School, St. Catherine 

4246-4254 
Mt. Alvernia Academy, St. James 

4255-4300 
Clifton School, St. Andrew

4301-4314 
Buckingham School, St. James 

4315-4332 
Clydesdale School, St. Ann 

4333-4344 
Lucea Govt. School, Hanover 

4345-4369 
St. Ann's Bay School, St. Ann 

4370-4386 
Jones Pen School, St. Andrew 

4387-4409 
Constitution Hill School, St. Andrew 

Reel 13


4410-4750

4410-4421
Constitution Hill School, St. Andrew 

4422-4429 
Alpha Academy, Kingston

4430-4440 
Glen Stuart School, St. Elizabeth
4441-4448 
Golden Grove School, St. Thomas 

4449-4459 
Brampton School, Trelawney 

4460-4464 
Spanishtown Govt. School, St. Catherine 

4465-4505 
Port Henderson School, St. Catherine 

4586-4508 
St. Anthony's School, Kingston

4509-4513 
Manchioneal School, Portland 

4514-4554 
Friendship Brook School, St. Andrew 

4555-4575 
Village School, St. Catherine 

4576-4600 
First Hill School, Trelawney

4601-4620 
Friendship School, St. Catherine 

4621-4692 
Brandon Hill School, St. Andrew 

4693-4731 
Tower Hill School, St. Andrew 

4732-4750 
Lucea Govt. School, Hanover 

Reel 14


4751-4914

4751-4756 
Lucea Govt. School, Hanover 

4757-4762 
Brownstown School, St. Ann 

4763
Murray Mount School, St. Ann 

4764-4779 
Moneague School, St. Ann

4780-4783 
Annotto Bay Private School, St. Mary 

4784-4833 
Juan de Bolas School, St. Catherine 

4834-4841 
Mt. Herman School, Portland 

4841-4847 
Mile Gully Private School, St. Mary 

4848-4853 
Yallahs School, St. Thomas

4854
St. Catherine School, St. Catherine 

4855
Constitution Hill School, St. Andrew 

4856-4858 
Charlton School, St. Ann

4659
Frankfield School, Manchester 

4860-4861 
Above Rocks School, St. Catherine 

4862-4863 
Mt. Zion School, St. James 

4864
Manning School, St. Andrew

4865
Somerset School, St. Andrew

4866
St. Aloysius School, Kingston 

4867
Spanishtown Govt. School, St. Catherine 

4868-4876 
Devon Pen School, St. Mary

4877-4885 
Richmond School, Manchester 

4886-4897 
Anonymous, Westmoreland

4898-4914
Name known, no school listed

INDEX OF SCHOOLS BY PARISH AND TYPE

School name
School type
Story nos.
No. stories

PARISH OF CLARENDON:

Alley School 
Govt. Undenominational 
2666-2689
24

Pindar Valley School 
Govt. Undenominational 
4079-4130;



4234
53

Total stories parish


77

PARISH OF HANOVER:

Lucea School
Govt. Undenominational 
4333-4344;



4732-4756
37

 Total stories parish


37

PARISH OF KINGSTON:

Alpha Boys Industrial School
Catholic 
193-199
7

Immaculate Conception School
Catholic 
246-286;



618-619
43

Alpha Academy
Catholic 
4422-4429
8

Love Lane School 
Church of England 
2086-2109
24

Rollington Pen School
Govt. Undenominational 
2110-2126
17

St. Aloysius School
Catholic 
74-192;4866
120

St. Ann's School
Catholic 
223-245
23

St. Anthony's School
Catholic 
200-222;



4506-4508
26

St. George's College
Catholic 
287-303
17

St. Joseph's School
Catholic 
1-73
73

Total stories parish 


358

PARISH OF ST. ANDREW:

Brandon Hill School
Govt. Undenominational
4621-4692
72 

Clifton Hill School
Church of England 
1372-1399;



4255-4300 
74 

Constitution Hill School
Wesleyan-Methodist 
1431-1447 



4387-4421;



4855
53

Craighton School
Church of England 
2019-2027
9

Friendship Brook School
Govt. Undenominational
4514-4554
41

Golden Valley School
Govt. Undenominational
582-2618
37

Gordon Town School
Catholic
1964-1971
8

Jones Pen School
Govt. Undenominational
4370-4386
17

King Weston School
Catholic 
443-470
28 

Lawrence Tavern School
Govt. Undenominational
2487-2550
64 

Mannings Hill School
American Christian Church
2764-2854;



4864
92 

Mt. Fletcher School
Wesleyan-Methodist
1929-1950
22

Mt. Friendship School
Catholic
1320-1351;



3722-3785
96

Somerset School
Wesleyan-Methodist
2379-2382;



4865
5

Swallowfield School
Church of England
3053-3061
9

Tower Hill School
Church of England
1951-1963;



4693-4731
52 

Total stories parish


679

PARISH OF MANCHESTER:

Devon School
Moravian 
3527-3721
195 

Frankfield School
Wesleyan-Methodist
1150-1224;



3207-3526;



4859
386 

Hermitage School
Unclassified
2136-2140
5

Marlie Hill School
Presbyterian
2920-2936
17

Medina School
Church of Scotland
2326-2344
19

Porus School
Govt. Undenominational
2158-2178
21

Richmond School
Congregational Union
4877-4885
9

Victoria Town School
Govt. Undenominational
1564-1648
85 

Waterloo School
Govt. Undenominational
2655-2665
11

Total stories parish


758 

PARISH OF PORTLAND:

Manchioneal School
Govt. Undenominational
4509-4513
5

Mt. Hermon School
Church of England
4834-4841
8

Total stories parish


13

PARISH OF ST. ANN:

Alva School
Catholic
2180-2181;



2883-2249;



2353
70

Brownstown School
Govt. Undenominational
4757-4762
6

Chalky Hill School
Govt. Undenominational
4131-4163
33 

Charlton School
Govt. Undenominational
1225-1285;



3786-4078;



4856-4858
357 

Clydesdale School
Govt. Undenominational
4315-4332
18 

Moneague School
Govt. Undenominational
4764-4779
16 

Murray Mount School
Catholic
1418-1430;



2141-2148;



2179; 4763
23

Ocho Rios School
Wesleyan Methodist
840-964
125

Retirement School
Wesleyan-Methodist
1990-2018
29

St. Ann's Bay School
Govt. Undenominational
2416-2486;



4345-4369
96

Total stories parish


773 

PARISH OF ST. CATHERINE:

Cassava River School
Catholic
2720-2763
44

Ewarton School
Govt. Undenominational
1286-1319
34

Friendship School
Govt. Undenominational
1703-1726;



4601-4620
44

Good Hope School
Govt. Undenominational
2360-2365
6

Ham Walk School
Church of England
2619-2654
36

Juan de Bolas School
Church of England
4784-4833
50

Lomg Hill School
Church of England
2551-2581
31

Marlie Hill School
Church of England
1889-1928
40

Mt. Rosser School
Wesleyan-Methodist
2312-2325
14

Old Works School
Church of England
2383-2390
8

Fort Hemderson School
Catholic
4465-4505
41

Redwood School
Jamaica Baptist Mission
2028-2085
58 

St. Catherine s School
Catholic
304-346;



4214-4233;



4236-4245;



4854
75 

Above Rocks School
Catholic
965-1039;



1806;2149-2;57;



3066-3206;



4860-4861
227 

Spanishtown School
Govt. Undenominational
347-442;



4460-4464;



4867
102

Seafield School
Presbyterian
2391-2415
25

Village School
Unclassified
1831-1888;



4555-4575
79 

Wakefield School
Jamaica Baptist Union
2937-2947
11 

Total stories parish


925 

PARISH OF ST. ELIZABETH:

Balaclava School
Govt. Undenominational
496-500
5

Black River School
Church of England
471-490
20

Ginger Hill School
Wesleyan-Methodist
1400-1417;



1805
19

Glen Stuart School
Church of Scotland
4430-4440
11 

Pisgah School
Moravian
1105-1135;



1135a; 1136-1149;



4164;4213
96

 Total stories parish


151

PARISH OF St. JAMES:

Buckingham School
Jamaica Baptist Union
1352-1360;



4301; 4314
23

Montego Bay School
Govt. Undenominational
2855-2901
47

Mt. Alvernia Academy
Catholic
4246-4254
9

Mt. Zion School
Presbyterian
2948-3038;



4862-4863
93

Springfield School
Jamaica Baptist Union
2366-2378
13

Total stories parish


185

PARISH OF ST. MARY:

Annotto Bay Private School
Catholic
2127-2135;



4780-4783
13

Devon Pen School
Catholic
506-617;



619-698;



4868-4876
200

Goshen School
Govt. Undenominational
501-503
3

Mile Gully School
Catholic
2690-2719;



4841-4847
36

Preston Hill School
Catholic
1448-1563
116




368 

PARISH OF ST. THOMAS:

Airy Castle School
Govt. Undenominational
1785-1804;



1807-1830;



3039-3043
49 

Bethesda School
Wesleyan-Methodist
2250-2266
17 

Font Hill School
Church of England
1972-1989;2182
19

Golden Grove School
Church of England
504-505;



4441-4448;
10

Hillside School
Govt. Undenominational
1649-1683
35

Seaforth School
Wesleyan-Methodist
1684-1702
19 

Whitehorses School
Wesleyan-Methodist
701-839
139 

Yallahs School
Govt. Undenominational
491-495;



699-700;



3044-3051;



3062-3065;



4848-4853
25

 Total stories parish


313

PARISH OF TRELAWNEY:

Brampton School
Wesleyan-Methodist
1361-1371;



4449-4459
22 

First Hill School
Congregational Union
2267-2311;



4576-4600
70

Granville School
Jamaica Baptist Union
2345-2352;



2354-2359
14

Spring Garden School
Jamaica Baptist Union
2902, 2919
18

Warsop School
Govt. Undenominational
1727-1784;



3052
59

 Total stories parish


183 

PARISH OF WESTMORELAND:

Seaford Town School
Catholic
1040-1104
65

Total stories parish


65

Anonymous, Westmoreland


12

Total stories


12

SUMMARY

Type of school
Number of schools
Number of papers

Govt. Undenominational Schools
30
1419

Catholic Schools
22
1360

Wesleyan-Methodist School
13
868

Church of England Schools
15
401

Moravian Schools
2
291

Jamaica Baptist Union Schools
6
137

Presbyterian Schools
3
135

Congregational Union Schools
2
79

American Christian Church School
1
92

Church of Scotland School
1
19

Unclassified Schools
2
84

Anonymous
1
12

School not known

18

T0TALS 
97
4915

ANANSI STORIES WITH ILLUSTRATIONS AND/OR MUSIC & LYRICS

REEL 2

499
drawing

REEL 3


1159
music & lyrics

REEL 4


1199
music & lyrics

1342
lyrics

1344
lyrics

1345
lyrics

REEL 5

1543
lyrics

1622
music

1651
lyrics

1656
lyrics

1664
lyrics

1681
lyrics

1901
music & lyrics

1904
music & lyrics

1909
music & lyrics

1912
music & lyrics

REEL 6

1961
lyrics

1988
lyrics

1999
lyrics

2028
lyrics

2029
lyrics

2111
lyrics

2124
lyrics

2127
lyrics

2128-2130
lyrics

2132-2135
lyrics

2256
lyrics

REEL 7

2360
music & lyrics

2363
music & lyrics

2364
music & lyrics

2468
lyrics

2473
lyrics

2525
lyrics

2526
lyrics

2567
lyrics

2574
lyrics

2586
lyrics

REEL 8

2775
lyrics

2778
lyrics

2820
lyrics

3066
drawings & music

3067-3069
drawings

3070-3071
music & lyrics

3072
drawing; music & lyrics

REEL 9

3078
drawing

3079
music & lyrics

3086
drawing;
music & lyrics

3087
music & lyrics

3089-3091
music & lyrics

3092
music & lyrics

3093
drawing;
music & lyrics

3104
drawings

3108-3109
drawings

3110
drawing;
music

3111
drawing

3115
drawing

3119-3120
drawings

3121
drawing;
music & lyrics

3130
music & lyrics

3135
music & lyrics

3145
music & lyrics

3147
drawing 

3178
drawing

3183
music & lyrics

3185
music & lyrics

3190
drawing

3192
music & lyrics

3194-3195
drawings

3198
drawing

3199
drawings

3208
music

3210
drawing

3211
drawing; music

3212
drawing

3213
drawing;
music & lyrics

3214
music & lyrics

3216
drawing

3217
drawing; music

3218
drawing

3219
drawing;
music

3220
drawing

3222-3224
drawings

3225
drawing;
music & lyrics

3226-3227
drawings

3227
music

3228
music

3229
drawing

3235-3239
drawings

3241
music & lyrics

3243-3246
drawings

3248
drawing;
music

3249-3250
drawings

3252-3256
drawings

3257
music & lyrics

3259-3281
drawings (3265, 3267, 3274, 3277, 3279, 3282 also with music & lyrics)

3283-3307
drawings (3294, 3296-3300, 3306 also with music & lyrics)

3309-3312
drawings
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