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PUBLISHER’S PREFACE

Background

In 1872 the Dutch opened a consulate (elevated to legation in 1930) in the Red Sea port of Jiddah (also
spelled Jeddah), the gateway to the holy city of Mecca, to care for and monitor the activities of the thousands
of pilgrims coming each year from the Netherlands East Indies for the Aaj7. The consulate’s archive is
available from Moran on microfiche (order no. MMP106).

Vice-consulate in Mecca

The Netherlands enjoyed a good reputation in Arabia and the Indonesian pilgrims were regarded as the “rice
of the Holy Land”. They were often the most numerous as well as being the wealthiest and most willing of
pilgrims. In recognition of this situation, the Netherlands, alone of all countries, including Muslim lands,
was granted the privilege of opening a vice-consulate in Mecca itself in 1923, staffed by an Indonesian
Muslim. He was joined there in 1927 by a medical doctor, also an Indonesian Muslim, who ran a permanent
policlinic for the benefit of the visiting pilgrims and the important Djawa colony of some 2,000 Indonesians
living full-time in Mecca (the so-called Moekimien). The archives of vice-consulate and legation doctor
covering the years 1937-1950 are now also available on microfiche as a small, but interesting supplement to
the Jiddah archive.

The pilgrimage was not only a religious event, but also formed an essential source of income for the cities of
Mecca and Medina, the Hejaz region along the Red Sea coast and the country as a whole until supplanted by
royalties from the production of oil. A primary task of the consulate and vice-consulate was therefore to
protect the Indonesian pilgrims from possible exploitation by unscrupulous locals. A second major concern
was the health of the individual pilgrims and the maintenance of public health by preventing contagious
diseases such as smallpox and cholera.

War and decolonization

The period covered by these archives stands in the shadow of the Second World War, the Indonesian
revolution of 1945 and the ensuing drama of decolonization leading to the transfer of sovereignty in
December 1949. In its best years between 1927 and the Depression an average of 40,000 Indonesians per
year had made the pilgrimage. The 1930s were more difficult due to the economic collapse and the coming
of war in 1939 stopped the flow of pilgrims entirely. The occupation of the Netherlands by the Nazis in May
1940 and especially the fall of the Netherlands Indies to Japan in 1942 brought difficult times for the
Indonesian community in Mecca as remittances from home became impossible. The legation doctor in these
years was reduced to making his own smallpox vaccine with whatever means he had at hand. After the war a
cautious reprise begins for the Indonesian hajj in 1946, but the political and military conflict between the
Dutch and Indonesian Republican nationalists continued to disturb the flow of pilgrims, as well as causing
tensions among the Moekimien and among the Dutch-Indonesian diplomatic personnel. In 1947 some 4,000
Indonesians made the journey to Mecca. With more than 10,000 pilgrims in 1948 the best results in 10 years
were achieved, but it was to be the last pilgrimage under the complete “door to door aegis” of the Dutch.
The second “police action” against the Republic of Indonesia in December-January 1948-1949 was a
military success, but a diplomatic disaster that finally forced the Netherlands to let its colony go. The 1949
hajj was overshadowed by the coming transfer of sovereignty, while that of 1950 was under Indonesian
control, though for the final time Dutch ships were still used to transport the pilgrims. On May 1 of that year
the Dutch diplomatic representation in Jiddah and Mecca passed to independent Indonesian hands and the
archives of the legation and vice-consulate were repatriated to the Netherlands.

Source: H.H. Dingemans, Bjj Allah’s buren [With Allah’s neighbors]. Rotterdam, 1973. Dingemans was
chargé d’affaires at Jiddah in 1939-1940 and legation head (gezant) from 1945 until the mission’s closing in
1950.



The archives

The documents concern of course health matters, both public and individual, and, among others, inheritances
of deceased pilgrims. They include calendars (agenda ’s) of incoming and outgoing documents, incoming
and copies of outgoing correspondence and reports. Much material is in the Indonesian language.

Note on the microfiches

The microfiches were made for Moran Micropublications by a professional micrographics laboratory in the
Netherlands by direct filming of the original documents provided by the Nationaal Archief. The microfiches
are numbered consecutively from 1 to 16. There is a row break between inventory numbers and a fiche break
between the archives of the vice-consulate and the legation doctor.

Copyright
The copyright of this microfiche edition is reserved to the Nationaal Archief, The Netherlands. Inquiries
concerning permission to reproduce any part of this present publication in any form should be addressed to:

Nationaal Archief
PO Box 90520

2509 LM Den Haag
The Netherlands
Tel +31 70 331 5400

Fax + 31 70 331 5540
E-mail: info@nationaalarchief.nl

Citeerinstructie
Bij het citeren in annotatie en verantwoording dient het archief tenminste éénmaal volledig en zonder
afkortingen te worden vermeld als:

Nationaal Archief, Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken: vice-consulaat te Mekka [Saoedi Arabié], 1939-
1950; legatie-arts te Mekka, 1937-1950, nummer toegang 2.05.106, inventarisnummer .....

Daarna kan worden volstaan met de verkorte aanhaling:

NA, Vice-consulaat en legatie-arts te Mekka, 2.05.106, inv.nr. .....

Dit archief is openbaar.

How to cite this collection in publications

In citing this archive in publications, the first citation should be complete and without abbreviations as

follows:

Nationaal Archief, The Netherlands, archive Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken: vice-consulaat te Meckka
(Saoedi-Arabie) 1939-1950; legatie-arts te Mekka 1937-1950, 2.05.106, inventory number ...

Thereafter short annotations may be used:
NA, vice-consulaat en legatie-arts te Mekka, 2.05.106, inv. no. ...

There are no restrictions on this archive.
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INLEIDING

In 1923 wordt, het vice-consulaat te Mekka opgericht. De consul te Djeddah werd belast met de leiding van
het vice-consulaat. De waarneming werd aan Raden Prawira di Nata opgedragen. Tijdens het regime van
koning Hoessein werd bezwaar gemaakt tegen de vestiging van een Nederlandse vertegenwoordiging te
Mekka, omdat Hoessein geen vertegenwoordigers van vreemde mogendheden in zijn land wenste. Daarom
beschouwde koning Hoessein de heer Prawira alleen als vice-consul, wanneer deze zich buiten Mekka
bevond en als gast van de Arabische regering wanneer hij in de heilige stad was.

In 1927 vestigt zich de legatie arts in het vice-consulaat te Mekka. Ook wordt zijn apotheek overgebracht en
kan hij dagelijks polikliniek houden ten behoeve van de Mekkagangers.

In 1950 wordt de consulaire vertegenwoordiging overgedragen aan Indonesi€.
Waarschijnlijk is het archief van het vice-consulaat na de sluiting in 1950 overgebracht naar het Ministerie
van Buitenlandse Zaken. Het archief had een omvang van 3 dozen (0,3 meter). Tijdens de inventarisatie zijn

2 dozen vernietigd (0,2 meter) volgens de vernietigingslijst van het Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken.
(1960).
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INVENTARIS ARCHIEF VICE-CONSULAAT

L.

2.

3.

Agenda van ingekomen- en uitgaande stukken. 1948-1950.

Ingekomen- en minuten van uitgaande stukken. 1939-1940 en 1944-1948.

Stukken betreffende nalatenschappen van bedevaartgangers. 1939-1950.

INVENTARIS ARCHIEF LEGATIE-ARTS

4.

5.

Ingekomen stukken. 1938-1947.
Minuten van uitgaande stukken. 1939-1950.

Stukken betreffende een onderzoek ter voorkoming van cholera infectie
in de Hedjaz 1937-1939.
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